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Mike Snyder, PE, President of Central
Florida Section, was recently appointed to
District Secretary of the Florida Department
of Transportation (FDOT) District Five. Mike
is one of eight district secretaries. In naming
Mike to lead the nine county district on

December 15, 1999, FDOT Secretary Tom
Barry said, “Central Florida is one of the
most dynamic regions of our state. Mike’s
extensive transportation experience in both
production and operations makes him an
excellent leader for the region.”

As District Secretary, Mike will con-
tinue being involved in the 32.7 billion -4
reconstruction project. This is the largest
public works project ever undertaken in Dis-
trict Five and involves a gigantic effort in
public participation - interaction and coor-
dination with cities, counties, homeowners,
community groups, Federal Highway Admin-
istration, MPQO’s and the area mass transit
system. Mike considers the -4 Project to be
a once-in-a-career opportunity and plans on
maintaining involvement with each phase of
the project.

Mike is a champion for Intelligent Trans-
portation Systems (ITS). Through his ef
forts, District Five leads Florida in ITS
applications. Mike is working with local
television stations to provide 24-hour live
feeds of traffic and traffic related prob-
lems from the 24 cameras located along
[-4. He also serves on the University of
Central Florida Board - Center for Ad-
vanced Transportation Systems Simula-
tion (CATSS) - where he is involved in a
$400,000 federal research grant study-
ing the future technologies of Intelligent
Transportation Systems (ITS).

Mike joined FDOT in 1990 as the

District Structures and Facilities Engi-

neer where he supervised the inspections and
rehabilitation plans for nearly 450 state and
local bridges. Two years later, he became the
District Consultant Project Manager where
he supervised 18 project managers in the de-
velopment of project scopes, consultant ser-
vices, contract negotiations, and project
management. In 1998, he became the Dis-
trict Director of Operations and was respon-
sible for construction, maintenance, traffic
operations, materials and research, and safety
operations. As District Secretary, Mike is
responsible for all the district’s planning,
production, public transportation, construc-
tion, and maintenance functions.

“Mike’s style is to lead by example.
Whether it be involvement in Board and
committee work, the Adopt-a-Road pro-
gram or other Section activities, Mike is
there. He has a genuine interest in tackling
the tough transportation issues facing Cen-
tral Florida,” says Section President-elect
Steve Kreidt. Mike’s activities in ASHE
have paralleled his rise in FDOT. He be-
came an active member in 1995; was elected
to the Board in 1996; and chaired the
Adopt-a-Road committee since 1997.
Through Mike’s leadership, the Central
Florida Section has improved the quality
of its monthly meetings and has diversified
its focus to balance social and technical
interests of its membership. ASHE’s Sec-
ond Vice President Cooper Curtis said,
“Mike is the kind of guy most everyone likes
immediately - even if they don't play golf. He
has subtle leadership abilities that you really
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National board members met for a regular board meeting on
January 15, 2000, at the Ramada Inn/Blue Ridge, in Raleigh, North
Carolina. National President Charlie L. Flowe, P.E. presided over
the meeting. The following are highlights of the committee reports
and board actions:

Membership:

Total ASHE membership stands at 4,853 including 32 Sec-
tions over the nine ASHE Regions. This count is a decrease of 147
since the October 1999, national board meeting for a total decrease
of 15 members this year.

New Sections:

Second Vice President Cooper Curtis and Director Ronald Purvis
reported two new sections are likely to charter by the end of this
ASHE year in Tallahassee, Florida and in the Greater Hampton
Roads area of Virginia. Future goals are to establish several sections
in Texas and then extend east with new sections filling in the South-
eastern United States.

Director Purvis is interested in pulling together existing materi-
als on ASHE along with some personal testimonials to create a
PowerPoint presentation to help market ASHE. Anyone interested
in providing a testimonial should contact Ronald Purvis.

National Conferences:

Director David Jones reported on the status of Conference 2000.
All committees are firmly working toward an excellent conference
with all speakers committed at this time. Sponsor and exhibitor
letters went out December 21, 1999, with good results so far. Pro-
gram advertising requests will be mailed soon. Sections are encour-
aged to provide support for Dacotah Section, our westernmost ASHE
Section.

Director Dominic Piccolomini reported that the Southwest Penn
Section would hold Conference 2001 at the Seven Springs Resort
near Somerset, Pennsylvania from June 28" through July 1. All
committees are in place and subjects for the technical sessions have
been selected. Entertainment and the spouse programs are in
progress.

Director Shirley Stuttler reported that Franklin Section is pro-
gressing well toward hosting Conference 2002 in the Erie, Pennsyl-
vania area. They will have informational materials available at

Conference 2000.

Later in the meeting a motion was approved to defer board
action on future conferences after 2003 until the National Confer-
ence Committee provides recommendations and guidelines for con-
ference rotation.

Nominating Committee:
[mmediate past President James Charles announced the fol-
lowing slate of officers and directors for the 2000-01 ASHE year:

President
1" Vice President

2" Vice President

Treasurer
Secretary

Director - 1 year
Region 4
Region 5
Region 6

Director - 2 year
Region 7
Region 8
Region 9

Director - 3 year
Region 1
Region 2
Region 3

Domenic M. Piccolomini, PLS
Cooper E. Curtis, P.E.
Sandra K. Ivory

Robert E. Yeager, PLS
Terence D. Conner, P.E.

Robert M. Peda, P.E.
Robert E. Somers
Rodney P. Pello, P.E.

Ronald L. Purvis, P.E.
Tracy L. Hill, P.E.
John M. McDowell, P.E.

Robert A. Hochevar, P.E.
Shirley A. Stuttler
Frank S. Lopez, Jr.

Also, Roland Nesslinger was nominated for the Robert E.
Pearson Person of the Year. The Board approved the above nomi-
nations.

Directory/National Roster:

First Vice President Domenic Piccolomini distributed several
copies of the 2000 Sections Membership Directory on compact disc
and hard copy format. Two copies of the CD will be distributed to
each section shortly. Sections may distribute copies to their mem-
bership as deemed appropriate.
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appreciate, but more readily recognize, after working with him. Cen-
tral Florida Section and FDOT are in good hands with Mike at the

helm.”

Prior to joining FDOT, Mike worked for more than 20 years in
the transportation industry in Maryland. In 1984, he was the young-
est ever District Engineer hired for the Maryland State Highway
Administration when he accepted the challenge of the area sur-
rounding Washington, D.C. - an area with the worst transporta-
tion problems, highest population density, and the most politically
charged.

Prior to the Maryland State Highway Administration, he served
as Chief Engineer for the Maryland Toll Facilities Administration for
six years. He oversaw construction of Baltimore’s $1 billion Ft.
McHenry Tunnel, at the time the city’s largest CIP program in the
history.

Mike began his engineering career in 1970 with the Baltimore
City Public Works Department following his graduation from the
University of Maryland.



by Charlie Flowe, P.E.

2 T [ hope that everyone is sur-
: ' viving the winter without ma-
jor hardship. The Raleigh, NC
area is just digging out from
under the largest snowfall in its
history. I know that this is
comical to the ASHE members
who routinely deal with major
snow events, but this is a big
deal to those of us who are
southerners.

- i
One of the major tasks

undertaken by your National Board this year is the update of ASHE’s
Long-Range Plan. The original ASHE Long-Range Plan was
adopted in 1993 and updated in 1996. The current Long-Range
Plan expires in 2000 and many of its goals have been accomplished
or need to be revisited. As a consequence, the board voted during
the October 1999 National Board Meeting to hold a strategic plan-
ning session. The goal of this session was a review of the entire long-
range plan.

o0

A strategic planning session was scheduled in conjunction with
the National Board’s January 2000 meeting. The strategic plan-
ning group consisted of the members of the National Board; Past
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Presidents Steve Lester and Pat Dougherty; and Bill Gilmore, man-
ager of North Carolina DOT’s Program Development and Envi-
ronmental Analysis Branch. The session was facilitated by ASHE
Past President Roland Nesslinger. The session involved a review
and evaluation of ASHE's vision, mission, and values along with
setting the necessary goals, strategies and objectives to fulfill our
mission.

The framework for a new strategic plan was developed and will
continue to be developed by subcommittees through the winter and
early spring. The current schedule calls for the following:

A draft strategic plan ready for review and approval at the
April 2000 National Board Meeting.

Distribution of a draft strategic plan to the sections at the 2000
Conference in Bismarck, ND.

Receipt of comments and adoption of a new ASHE Strategic
Plan early in the 2000-2001 administrative year.

[ appreciate everyone’s help on this major undertaking. We
anticipate completion of a strategic plan that will serve to carry
ASHE into the future while protecting the things that make ASHE
a great organization.

See you in Bismarck!
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Tampa - Hillsborough County Expressway Authority

The Tampa - Hillsborough County Expressway Authority is
building a bridge to the 21* Century!

Committed to providing exceptional transportation services,
the Tampa-Hillsborough County Expressway Authority actively
seeks new ideas and embraces creative solutions to transportation
problems. The Authority’s objective is to provide extraordinary ser-
vice to our customers, while enhancing our urban environment by
constructing facilities that are beautiful, innovative, safe and af-

fordable.

These qualities are clearly evident in the Authority’s newest
project - a nine-mile, reversible-lane bridge that will add capacity
to the Lee Roy Selmon Expressway between Interstate 75/Brandon
and downtown Tampa.

Bridge segments will be pre-fabricated offsite, delivered to the
Expressway and erected in the median of the existing roadway.
This efficient, economical construction technique will produce a
distinctive structure of superior quality and durability while mini-
mizing construction delays for motorists on the Expressway. Elec-
tronic toll collection and video surveillance will allow SUNPASS
customers on the new bridge to travel without interruption. Revers-
ible lanes on the bridge will double its traffic-carrying capacity and
provide uncongested travel during peak commuting hours.

[n addition to providing daily service to Expressway customers,
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the bridge will be an open-air laboratory for testing new develop-
ments in transportation technology, such as electronic motorist
information services and automated emergency response systems.
The bridge may also be an early test site for new safety devices
being developed by vehicle manufacturers, including advanced sys-
tems for improved braking, steering and crash avoidance. In short,
the bridge will be a prototype for 21* Century urban transportation
facilities.

The project’s cost will be financed by a one-dollar toll paid by
its users. Because of its unique design, the bridge will be built en-
tirely within existing right-ofway, dramatically reducing its cost
while preserving valuable urban land. Extensive computer model-
ing demonstrates that the project will attract commuters from other
congested facilities and efficiently disperse traffic to local streets in
Brandon and Tampa.

Existing right-of-way beneath the bridge will be preserved for
future use, ensuring long-term capacity for the Expressway to serve
as a regional facility connecting communities across Tampa Bay,
and as an economic lifeline to the Port of Tampa, Ybor City, and
businesses and neighborhoods throughout Tampa and Hillsborough
County.

Construction of the Bridge to the 21° Century will begin in the

year 2000 with the entire facility completed as early as 2005, sub-
ject to final engineering and financing plans.

Buchart-Horn, Inc.
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David A. Carlson, Rub-R-Road, Inc.
Patrick M. Welsh, Highway Rubber Products

What can you do to specify asphalt binders that will perform
under high traffic and or varied climatic conditions? Several agen-
cies have asked that question and answered by specifying polymer-
modified asphalt. Adding polymers to asphalt enhances both the
PG temperature range and the binder’s adhesive properties. The
net result is a tougher, longer-lasting pavement that is more resis-
tant to rutting, raveling and cracking.

The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) recognized
such benefits from their evaluation of polymer-modified asphalt
pavements constructed over the past 40 years with SBR latex added
at the Contractor’s hot mix plant. ODOT specifies polymer-modi-
fied asphalt to be used on heavy traffic pavements to extend the
time between resurfacing. The polymer-modified asphalt specifica-
tion (SS1055) can be acquired from their web site:
www.dot.state.oh.us. The specification permits Contractors to use
a preblended polymer-modified asphalt or produce their own by
adding SBR latex to an unmodified straight run asphalt cement in
their hot mix plants during hot mix production. Sampling and
electronic flow meters and computers that provide documentation
of quality assurance monitor the addition of the latex at the
Contractor’s hot mix plant.

Utilizing both methods of modification has provided the ODOT
with aggressive competitive bidding on high quality polymer-modi-
fied asphalt cements meeting high PG grading standards. Allow-
ing both methods of modifying the asphalt cement provides the
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Contractor with valuable options. These options make it possible
for Contractors to best utilize the capabilities of their plants to meet
all their various production schedules without incurring any signifi-
cant additional expenses. For example, Contractors who elect to
produce their own polymer-modified asphalt by means of adding
SBR latex can use the same asphalt cement for several projects
currently in production by merely turning on or off the latex supply.
This flexibility has made it possible for contractors to bid more
aggressively on more work while providing the motoring public
with higher quality materials.

Many contractors report that adding SBR latex at their hot
mix plant gives them more control of their final mix product. Con-
tractor experience and testing using SHRP PG asphalt, preblended
polymer-modified asphalt and SBR latex polymer-modified asphalt
has led some Contractors to use SBR latex for modifying their hot
mix asphalt for warranty work in order to reduce rutting, raveling
and cracking and minimize their future maintenance costs.

When specifying SHRP PG graded cements with greater than
86 °C range (such as PG 64-28,70-22, 76-22) requiring the use of
polymer-modified asphalt should be considered. Utilizing the op-
tion of using a preblended polymer-modified asphalt or contractor
added SBR latex polymer-modified asphalt provides Contractors
with the ability to better bid and construct high quality hot mix
asphalt paving resulting in cost savings for the motoring public.
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by Travis L. Kreiser, Esquire, Korn & Cohn, P.C.

Nearly every highway construction or rehabilitation project now
involves planning for the safe management and control of existing
traffic during construction. Such planning is required in order to
protect both motorists and construction personnel. As one recent
lawsuit demonstrates, lack of proper planning can have devastating
results for both contractors and motorists.

In J. D. Abrams, Inc. v. Jovce Mclver as Guardian of Lori
Crane, 966 S.W.2d 87, two highway contractors were held
liable for injuries sustained in an automobile accident that
occurred at a construction site controlled by one of the con-
tractors and near a construction site controlled by the second
contractor.

On October 13, 1990 at 2:30 a.m., Daniel Quinlan rear-ended
avehicle driven by Lori Crane on a section of highway under con-
struction by ]. D. Abrams, Inc. Lori Crane sustained severe injuries
in the collision, and the passenger in her car was killed by the
impact.

Lori Crane’s mother (Joyce Mclver) subsequently commenced
a multi-million dollar lawsuit against numerous parties claimed to
be responsible or partially responsible for the accident. For instance,
Crane’s mother sued Mr. Quinlan and two restaurants, which had
served Mr. Quinlan alcoholic beverages the night of the accident.
Crane’s mother also sued Abrams and Granite Construction Co., a
separate contractor which was performing work on a separate con-
struction project adjacent to Abrams’ site where the accident oc-
curred.

After a lengthy trial, the jury found that Crane was entitled to
recover $13.5 million in damages and further concluded that part
of those damages were recoverable from Abrams and Granite.
Abrams appealed the verdict, arguing that Crane failed to prove
that Abrams’ actions or inaction caused the accident.

The Appellate Court rejected Abrams’ arguments and upheld
the jury’s award. The Court explained that substantial amounts of
evidence justified the jury’s verdict against Abrams, including the
following facts:

Abrams controlled the construction site where the acci-
dent occurred, and its traffic control officer could not recall whether
Abrams had erected signs warning motorists of the construction,
potential delays and sudden stops.

Eight other drivers testified that they did not see any warn-
ing signs the night of the accident.

Three other automobile accidents occurred in the same
general area the night Crane was injured.

Abrams did not comply with the terms of its contract, which
required the use of concrete traffic barriers, and instead used traffic

barrels to separate the construction activities from traffic. This devia-
tion was found to be significant because traffic barrels occupy more
road space than do concrete barriers, and therefore, cause more traf-
fic congestion.

In other words, the Court found that sufficient evidence ex-
isted to allow the jury to find that Abrams was negligent and that
its negligence was a substantial cause of the accident.

As to the separate contractor, Granite, on the adjacent site,
liability was premised on the theory that the traffic congestion
might have originated in the area of Granite’s work. This argu-
ment was advanced, and apparently accepted by the jury, even
though Abrams’ own traffic control officer could not remember
traffic backing-up from Granite’s work site. In other words, it ap-
pears as though the jury found Granite liable for being close to the
wrong place at the wrong time.

Looking back, the accident may well have occurred despite
Abrams and Granite’s best efforts to carefully manage and control
traffic. However, the outcome of the litigation could easily been
different for both contractors if they had been better prepared. In
order to adequately defend itself:

(1) Abrams should have carefully analyzed the project site
and prepared a written plan to manage traffic B a plan which ad-
dressed all reasonably foreseeable risks. These written records allow
a contractor to show the jury that the contractor considered traffic
safety to be an important issue and that the contractor -actively
attempted to plan for motorist safety;

(2) Abrams should have documented, in writing and with
photographs, its efforts to fulfill its own traffic safety plan, including
photographs of any warning signs erected. Such written records
and photographs avoid the need to rely upon the fading memory of
a traffic control officer;

(3) Abrams should have developed and implemented policies
and procedures to immediately address unexpected trouble spots.
Prior accidents serve as a strong warning signal and should never be
ignored. Abrams should never have allowed a third accident to
occur in the same area on a single night without taking further
steps to mitigate the apparent traffic hazard; and

(4) Abrams should not have deviated from the owner’s traffic
safety and control requirements. Such unauthorized deviations pro-
vide claimants, their attorneys and juries with a compelling expla-
nation why the contractor caused the accident, i.e., the contractor
caused the accident by breaching its contract with the owner. De-
viations should only be implemented where the contractor’s writ-
ten request for change demonstrates that the deviation will not
compromise safety and then, only after receiving written approval from the
owner.

continued on page 12
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John Lansford, P.E.

Madison County, NC, is currently the site of the largest inter-
state grading projects ever let by the North Carolina Department
of Transportation. The two projects are 8.8 miles in length and are
being constructed through some of the most rugged terrain in the
state. Over 35,000,000 cubic yards of excavated material will be
removed on these projects, along with nearly 100,000 linear feet of
drainage pipe, 600’ deep cuts and 300” high embankments. The
two contracts, known as A-10C and A-10D, were let to construc-
tion for a total of over $140,000,000. Engineers in disciplines such
as Highway Design, Hydraulics, Soils & Foundations, Geology,
Erosion Control, Structures and Construction worked together to
overcome the challenges presented in the design and construction
of these projects.

The terrain these projects crossed was the largest challenge.
Elevations ranged from 2220’ at the south end near US 19 to 4000’
at the Tennessee state line at Sams’ Gap. The existing slopes were
very steep, and old landslide material had to be removed and dis-
posed in approved waste sites. Trout streams had to be avoided or
bridged and in some cases, relocated. Animal crossings, rest and
scenic areas, truck escape ramps, culverts, bridges and waste sites
had to be located and designed, taking into account how they would
impact the environment. An interchange was designed at Bear
Branch Road to provide access to the interstate for the local popu-
lace. Two existing roads and a trout stream had to be relocated to
provide room for the interchange. This stream relocation involved
rebuilding 400’of the existing stream, adding pools, meanders and
ripples, and natural vegetation along the banks. Grade separations
and secondary roads were relocated at five other locations along
these two projects. One of these grade separations will require the
construction of a 220" high, 800’ long bridge crossing Laurel Creek
and Laurel Creek Road. This huge structure will be the tallest high-
way structure in the state.
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To mitigate for the thousands of feet of streams that ended up
in culverts and pipes, NCDOT agreed to reconstruct over 26,000
linear feet of trout streams in Madison County. These streams will
be rebuilt by NC’s Water Resource Agency but funded by NCDOT.
Over 1,500 feet of Little Laurel Creek will be renovated on A-10D
to help mitigate the stream loss as well. Erosion control measures
were vitally important given the steep terrain, sensitive environ-
ment, large volumes of material being moved and the heavy rain-
fall this area experienced. The Roadside Design Unit designed large
sediment basins, silt dams and fences, brush barriers and perma-
nent rock dams and incorporated them into the project plans, along
with strict limits on clearing operations and other restrictions on
the contractors. A water quality monitoring program was devel-
oped and contracted out to a private consultant. The Hydraulics
Unit designed velocity suppression pools at the outlet end of every
drainage pipe to slow down the water leaving these pipes and allow
sediment to settle out.

The most difficult construction related problem was the huge
volume of material excavated on these projects. Steep rock slopes in
most of the cuts over 100’ in depth were designed to minimize the
excavation volumes, but the excavation and waste concerns still
existed. Over 25,000,000 cubic yards of material would be removed
on A-10C alone. A-10D required another 10,000,000 cubic yards of
excavation and created 4,000,000 cubic yards of waste as well. Two
isolated valleys on each project were included in the R/W and des-
ignated as waste sites for the contractor’s use. When construction is
completed, these waste sites will be contour graded and seeded with
native plants to assist them to return to a natural state. Over 7000’ of
rock fence will be installed on both projects to protect motorists
from falling rock. This fence will be located on the back of a combi-
nation concrete planter and wall that will contain vegetation to help
conceal the fence from the motorists. Unstable material known as
colluvium was present under most of the embankments on both

continued on page 11
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continued from page 8

projects. Ranging in depth from 10’ to 50, this material had to be
removed before further construction could begin. In some locations
150 high rock buttresses were designed to support the interstate
where the soil was especially unstable. The buttresses will be cov-
ered in soil to conceal the rock and allow vegetation to grow on the
slopes.

When grading is completed in 2002, these projects will have
moved over 35,000,000 cubic yards of material over nearly 9 miles
of future interstate route, at a cost of over $150,000,000. The new
route is expected to open to traffic in 2003 once the paving projects
are completed, providing motorists with another interstate through
the Appalachian Mountains between North Carolina and Tennes-
see. To see how the construction is progressing, visit http:
users.vnet.net/lansford/al0/. This web site documents how these
immense projects are being built and provides many interesting
photos and information on them.

Reynolds, Smith and Hills, Inc.
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®» Engineers and Design Professionals

Schoor DePalma, Inc., your complete source for highway design
and engineering services, will see your project through from
concept development to completion. We meet and exceed our
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(orporate Headquarters:

Manalapan, NJ 07726-0900
732/577-9000 * FAX 732/577-9888
www.schoordepalma.com

Regional Offices:
Atlantic City « Brick « Cape May Gourthouse * Manalapan
Parsippany © Phillipsburg ¢ Voorhees ¢ Philadelphia * Kuipsville

Rummel, Klepper & Kahl, LLP

Consulting Engineers

A Tradition of Excellence

for over 75 Years
www.rkkengineers.com

Highways & Bridges
Transit Systems

Water /| Wastewater Facilities jg,
Utility Systems

000O

Site Development
Geotechnical Engineering

Environmental Assessments
Hazardous Waste Remediation

000D

O Construction Management
0O Geographic Information Systems

RH York, PA O Norristown, PA O Baltimore, MD

&K Richmond, VA Q Virginia Beach, VA O Alexandria, VA

Raleigh, NC O Bangor, ME O Washington, D.C. O Keyser, WV




ENGINEER-CIVIL/HIGHWAY

Hardesty & Hanover seeks a Civil/Highway Design Engineer for their
New Jersey Office with PM potential. Requires a min. of 10 years exp., a P.E.
License, good writing/verbal skills. Experience in highway, railroads, utili-
ties, drainage, traffic, construction staging and project delivery procedures
for NJDOT, NJT and other public transportation agencies.

Hardesty & Hanover, seeks a Highway Engineer with PE for their New
York Office. Must have NYSDOT and NJDOT project experience. Railroad
experience a plus. Growth potential working on large transportation projects.

Excellent professional environment, benefits package and 401 (k). Reply
with salary history and desired location to:

HARDESTY & HANOVER, LLP

Attn: K. Eng

1501 Broadway

NYC, NY 10036

Fax(212) 3910297

email: keng@hardesty-hanover.com

Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D/V
SALES BRIDGE ENGINEER - Con/Span Bridge Systems

Sales Engineering Manager position in the Ohio area available for the
person desiring to be project manager, designer, salesperson, and relation-
ship builder. Must promote specifications, negotiate contracts, coordinate
manufacturing, and help on installations. BSCE degree and Central OH
residence desired. Salary plus bonus. Mail resume to BridgeTek LLC, P.O.
Box 324, Lewis Center, OH 43035 or email resume to bridgetek@midohio.net.

SALES BRIDGE ENGINEER - Con/Span Bridge Systems

Sales Engineering Manager position in the Eastern PA area available
for the person desiring to be project manager, designer, salesperson, and
relationship builder. Extensive training program. Must promote specifica-
tions, negotiate contracts, coordinate manufacturing, and help on installa-
tions. BSCE degree and Eastern PA residence desired. Salary plus bonus.
Mail resume to BridgeTek LLC, 3183 SR 37 East, Delaware, OH 43015 or
email bridgetek@midohio.net.

continued from page 6

The verdict against Granite is probably even more troubling to contractors,
because it is seems to hold one contractor (Granite) liable for the inaction of a
different contractor (Abrams) on a separate construction site. While it s difficult
for a contractor to avoid liability for actions or inaction occurring on a separate
construction site, contractors, such as Granite, can improve the odds of avoiding
liability. For instance, Granite could have documented its traffic safety and
control measures, as well as the actual traffic conditions the night of the accident.
Granite may well have avoided liability if it could have documented the absence
of traffic congestion at its site and that it took all appropriate steps to warn
motorists of the construction occurring in Granite’s zone of operation. In addi-
tion, since Granite was working on an adjacent section of the same highway,
Granite could also have coordinated its traffic safety measures with Abrams. Per-
haps the two contractors working together would have developed a better traffic
control plan and saved money by splitting some of the expenses.

In sum, the Crane case demonstrates that liability for automobile acci-
dents occurring on highway construction sites can be extremely costly. In-
deed, Abrams’ failure to properly plan for and/or document its plans for
traffic safety resulted in a $13.5 million damages verdict. However, as ex-
plained above, contractors can limit their exposure to such liability by care-
fully planning for traffic safety and fully documenting their traffic safety
plans.

Travis L. Kreiser is an attorney associated with the law firm of Korn &
Cohn, P.C., which focuses its practice in the areas of construction law and litiga-
tion. Questions or comments concerning this article may be directed to Mr. Kreiser
at 620 West Germantown Pike, Suite 450, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 (610-
8257070).
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CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING  TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
SITE DEVELOPMENT  ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE - CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION
TRAFFIC ENGINEERING - SURVEY SERVICES

Contact: Joseph J. Viscuso, PE.
610-494-3636

www.volimer.com
NEW YORK - CONNECTICUT - NEW JERSEY - NEW HAMPSHIRE - MASSACHUSETTS

Aston, PA Kennett Sq., PA

OFFICE BUILDING FOR LEASE:

Harrisburg, PA suburban growing area. Quiet residential setting. Con-
venient access to Capital Beltway, PA Turnpike, and both airports. Two
floors, 50" x 100’; 10,000 SF @ $12.75. Includes 50-space parking lot, janito-
rial, heat, light, air, and grounds care. Okay to sublet. Owner (717) 796-
0996, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. ET, or vicmacomber@msn.com.
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CIQ}_{]N PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Innovative Legal Services for the
Construction and Design Professional
Industries

Korn & Cohn routinely handles the full
range of construction law and litigation
issues including:

* Design Professional Liability

* Bid Disputes

* Scope of Work Disputes

¢ Change Order Litigation

* Non Payment Claims

e Structural Failures and Inadequacies
620 WEST GERMANTOWN PIKE, SUITE 450

PLYMOUTH MEETING, PA 19462
TEL:610.825.7070 FAX: 610.825.7957

SAGEMORE CORPORATE CENTER
8000 SAGEMORE DRIVE, SUITE 8303
MARLTON, NJ 08053

TEL: 609.988.0786 FAX: 609.988.0194




. . , \ Interested in Fewer Design Changes
S UCEVIC, RICCOIOI_'IZ]I] Ji and Lower Project Construction Costs?

& Kuchar Engineering, Inc. | | TR Group, Inc. can help!

Highway Engineers TBE's Subsurface Utility Engineering (SUE) Team
& Planners specializes in accurately identifying the horizontal
Since 1981 and vertical location of underground utilities prior

to design or construction of your project.

» HIGHWAY DESIGN

» BRIDGE DESIGN

» TRAFFIC ENGINEERING
» HYDRAULIC STUDIES

» SURVEYING

» GRANTSMANSHIP

126 Kaider Road -+« Uniontown, PA 15401
Tel: (724) 439-1600 - Fox: (724) 439-5449
www.spkinc@®@usaor.net

TBE GROUP N

For information on how your project can benefit from SUE,
contact TBE's Vice President for SUE Services, Nicholas (Nick) Zembillas,
| at 1-800-861-8314.

TRAFFIC PLANNING

& DESIGN, INC.

] : Employment
Highway Design Opportunities
- Engincers Architects Surveyors P Scientists
Closed Loop Traffic
5 . Highway Design Engineers Needed
Slgnal DESlgn Come to an emerging growth area of Pennsylvania and work for 2 Top 500 ENR firm §
) . offering career advancement opportunities, a comprehensive benefit package and stock
Traffic Studies ownership options. We need engineers with proven leadership and teambuilding §
capabilities who can effectively manage challenging projects and communicate
Environmental Services SRS e

Please mail resume with salary requirements to:
Human Resource Manager, 1126 Eighth Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602
Visit our website at www. eadsgroup.com for company profile.

Pottstown, PA . o Rising Sun, MD
(610) 326-3100 (410) 658-3844

www.TrafficPD.com « TrafficExperts@trafficpd.com
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Dain Davis, EnVironmentaI Manager of PennDOT, District 9-0

The U.S. Route 219, Meyersdale Bypass project located in
Somerset County, Pennsylvania recently was awarded a Pennsyl-
vania Quality Initiative Award, a Gold Level National Quality
[nitiative Award, and recognized by the Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission for their Habitat Mitigation Initiatives.

[n October 1998, the long awaited 5.7 mile U.S. 219 Meyersdale
Bypass opened to traffic. It is one of the largest roadway projects
ever built in western Pennsylvania. This four-lane, limited access
facility, nestled in the Casselman River Valley near the rural farm-
ing community of Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, has forever changed
the way highway projects are designed and constructed in the Com-
monwealth. The level of quality maintained throughout the project
demonstrates what can be accomplished when dedicated, empow-
ered teams focus on quality and work together through partnering.

Many unique factors became a part of the project during de-
sign and construction. Local school students built a footbridge, trail,
and an outdoor classroom at the wetland replacement site. PennDOT
and the Pennsylvania Game Commission formed a partnership to
provide effective and productive terrestrial mitigation to offset the
loss of wildlife habitats. A regional public television station pro-
duced a program on the archaeological studies and subsequent dis-
covery of Native American village sites. A key discovery was the
oldest house foundation ever found in Pennsylvania, dating back
5,000 years. These unique findings were very popular with the pub-
lic and local officials. In addition, the archaeological studies con-
ducted on this project were the most extensive ever done in Penn-
sylvania.

The original concept for the bypass around Meyersdale began
in the 1950’s when an increasing number of trucks began using the
narrow, two-lane Route 219 through the residential and commer-
cial areas of town. Traffic congestion, air and noise pollution, and
safety concerns soon followed. The number of coal trucks from local
strip mines compounded the problem. In the early 1990’s, intense
public demand from area residents and businesses restarted the de-
sign process, eventually leading to a beautifully designed, environ-
mentally friendly, well-constructed highway that will greatly ben-
efit the area. Public demand initiated the project; therefore, the
public has been a major participant throughout the project’s life.
The goal of PennDOT was to provide a high quality transportation
facility for area residents. PennDOT realized public input was essen-
tial in producing a high quality project. Numerous public meetings
were held during the design phase to determine public needs and
address its concerns. Newsletters kept the public informed on the
progress of the design. During the construction phase, the project
team staffed information booths at local festivals and county fairs.
In early October, 1998, the team created, promoted, and staffed a
“Community Day on the Bypass” so residents could walk, bicycle,
and roller blade along the new roadway before it was opened to
motorists. The public who was so supportive of the project for many
years turned out in large numbers to celebrate. On October 28,
1998, the community came together with the project team, local
officials, and elected politicians for the grand opening of the new
roadway.

Throughout design and construction, team members, bound by
the partnering agreement, worked together to provide the highest
quality project attainable. The environmental engineering phase was
complicated by extensive archaeology studies, historic structures, wet-
lands, endangered species, wildlife habitats, trout streams, and Amish
farmlands. Through exceptional coordination between the environ-
mental agencies, the designers, and PennDOT, the numerous con-
cerns of all the team members were addressed. It is this type of coop-
eration that elevated this project to a project of exceptional quality
and value.

The challenges continued into the construction phase. In a
period of only 21 months, more than five million cubic yards of
earth and rock were moved, 5.2 miles of four-lane concrete pave-
ment were placed, 15,000 linear feet of pipe, and 13 miles of
underdrain were constructed. Thirteen major bridge structures, in-
cluding two large river crossings and two large box culverts were
constructed on the project. Because of the project’s location adja-
cent to the Casselman River and its various tributaries, erosion and
sedimentation measures were extensive and closely monitored by
local and state agencies. There were 36 comprehensive and rigorous
inspections, with zero environmental citations.

The Meyersdale Bypass was completed on time and within
budget, more than $600,000 under the low bid. This is a credit to
the entire project team. This project will serve as a model for all
future projects in Pennsylvania. It symbolizes what can be achieved
through partnering, and with an uncompromised level of quality.
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Forty Under 40 is a program of the Central
Penn Business Journal that honors business lead-
erswho have climbed the career ladder, and who
have given their time to organizations and causes
that improve the quality of life in central Pennsyl-

; vania.
i Asvice president of public relations, Judy

Hricak is responsible for developing and imple-
menting effective advertising, promotions, sponsorship, and public relations pro-
grams for the Gannett Fleming family of companies. She is also responsible for
creating successful public outreach programs for infrastructure improvement projects.

Judy is actively involved in the Consulting Engineers Council of Penn-
sylvania, serving as chairperson of the statewide public relations committee
and chairperson of the annual Diamond Awards for Engineering Excellence.
She is a member of the past presidents' council of the Harrisburg Chapter of
the International Association of Business Communicators, and previously
served on the District Board of Directors and as a National Delegate.

She is also a member of the Harrisburg Section of the American Society
of Highway Engineers where she serves on the membership committee, md
was previously a member of the organization's board of directors and th
national conference committee. Judy holds a bachelor of humanities in com-
munications from the Pennsylvania State University.
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